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Abstract

The Success Factors of North Korea’s Regime
Survival in the 1990s:

Exit, Voice, Loyalty and Negotiation

Lee, Yun Jae(Kyungpook National University)

The diplomatic isolation, the political crisis due to the sudden death
of the 50-year-long ruler, the economic catastrophe with the shutdowns
of numerous factories and hundreds of thousands of people who starved
to death were the reality of North Korea in the early 1990s.

In the deteriorating regime, the only choices for the people in North
Korea were ‘exit’ from the existing economic regime or ‘voice’ against
the system. Deviating people engaged in commercial activities in
markets and sought their survival unlawfully. Individual and daily
‘voice” were present although they were not well organized. In the face
of these threats to the existing system, the ruling party and the state
needed to suppress and control the ‘exit’ and ‘voice’ appropriately.
‘loyalty’, created and reenforced through force and consent, played a

crucial role.
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The response of the state to the prevalent ‘exit’ from the existing
norms and people’s participation in the market-oriented economy was
acquiescence and acceptance of the people’s ‘exit’. The fundamental
principle on which the regime of North Korea had based was replaced
by a new principle. Before, the existing principle was the “exchange
of the state’s responsibility of keeping people’s survival for ‘loyalty’ for
the state.” The new order was based on the agreed-on new principle:
the “exchange of acceptance of ‘exit’ for ‘loyalty’.”

The success of the ‘negotiations’ and consensus was possible through
the successful maintenance of ‘loyalty’, which, in turn, contributed to
the overcome of the crisis in the 1990s. In fact, many factors were
instrumental in bringing about the avoidance of the collapse of the
system. To sum up, it was the success in these ‘negotiations’ that was
vital impetus for the state to avoid the collapse of the political regime

in the face of the total crisis in North Korea in the 1990s.

Keywords: North Korea, regime crisis, exit, voice, loyalty, negotiations,

force, consent
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